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Chapter 1 Introduction 
 

At the event of the recent G8 Summit the Prime Minister Koizumi expressed s strong message 
to Africa that Japan would strive to realize a strategic expansion of its ODA volume by US$10 
billion over the next five years and, in particular, Japan would double its Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) to Africa in the next three years. Soon after this speech, debt cancellations of 
US$4.9 billion for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs) in Africa was undertaken at the 
largest scale among all creditor countries.  
In response to Mr. Koizumi’s speech, we, the Engineering Consulting Firms Association (ECFA), 

dispatched the ECFA Mission to Zambia in order to enlarge Japan’s technical and financial 

assistance to Africa. The Mission visited Zambia between 10th and 20th February, 2006 and had a 

series of useful discussions and meetings with the relevant ministries in Lusaka. The Mission 

comprises multi-sector experts as follows;   

   
- MR. Hisashi TAKANASHI, Mission leader, economist 

- MR. Takeharu KOBA, transport planner 

- MR. Kazunori INOUE, electricity expert 

- MR. Jiro AZUHATA, water supply and sewerage engineer 

- MR. Takao KUME, agriculture and water resource expert 

- MR. Kiyoshi SAKAI, industrial and foreign investment expert 

 

The Mission was aimed at the following tasks; 

1) To review the present conditions of economic and social development, 

2) To assess the current constraints and development potentials in five major sectors (i. transport, ii. 

agriculture, iii power iv. water supply and sewerage, v. industries and foreign investment),  

3) To suggest the development strategies, and 

4) To propose appropriate projects identified to meet the local requirements. 

  

This report has been prepared to present the findings of the said ECFA study Mission. It contains five 

chapters: Chapter one is introduction; chapter two is overview of present status of economy and social 

situations; Chapter three proposes national level development strategies; Chapter four describes sector 

issues and constraints and thereby suggests development strategies by sector; and Chapter five 

compiles a list of appropriate development projects formulated during the field survey.  
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Zambia is a rich country with mining reserves, agricultural land and water resources. In particular, 

copper production has been spearheading economic growth as production volumes have almost 

doubled and international prices have sharply risen. Mining sector thus contributed greatly to recent 

high economic performance. Nevertheless it is said that these mining sector expansions have not 

translated significantly into reductions in poverty. It is because mining sector growth has been driven 

by capital-intensive method rather than labor-intensive method, which has not unfortunately brought 

about enough employment and income generation opportunities to the population. Agriculture sector 

has achieved steady growth, but faced vulnerabilities to the vagaries of the weather, limited 

infrastructure and poor marketing access. Facilitation of irrigation infrastructure development has 

been of urgent need. Zambia possesses abundant water resources such as Kafue River Zambezi River, 

of which hydropower potential would be huge. South Africa, which is a largest power consuming 

country in the region, requires long-term supply of electricity in the neighborhood. Grand design of 

hydropower development in Zambia would be necessary. 

In view of these challenges, the present report would provide the bases for improving the situations 

and suggest directions for promoting Japan’s assistance to Zambia in terms of implementation of 

specific projects. 

In conclusion, the ECFA Mission would like to express its sincere appreciation to Zambian 

Government, Ministries and relevant authorities for their kind cooperation and assistance rendered in 

carrying out the study. The Mission would also appreciate their valuable opinions and comments 

given by the CEOs of the private sector. Equally we thank very much the Ministry of Foreign 

Affaires of Japan, Embassy of Japan and Japan International Cooperation Agency for their excellent 

support. Lastly but not least, we are very much obliged to Ministry of Foreign Affaires of Zambia, 

specially His Excellency Godfrey S. Simasiku, Ambassador and Mr. Sylvester Mundanda, First 

Secretary at Embassy of Zambia in Tokyo for their thoughtful advices and guidance during 

preparation of the Mission. Without their assistance the Mission would not be realized.   
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